
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 31 ς Spring Edition 2022



 

 

 

Welcome from the editor! 

 

Hi everyone,  

We hope this issue finds you enjoying your Easter breaks, spring 

holidays and Ramadan celebrations.  

Well, for a couple of days it felt like Spring had sprung but we are 

back battling some cooler weather!  

To all you parents, we wish you luck keeping your littles entertained 

during the rainy days. Take a look at the end of the issue for a family 

baking recipe for some screen-free time.  

I hope you enjoy our new feature ς Allotment Jottings, by Elaine Hall.  

 

If you have anything you would like to share with your neighbours in 

Hilgay and Ten Mile Bank, send it in! 

You can email me at hilgayparishnews@gmail.com 

Stay safe & happy reading! 

 

 

Developing a more sustainable community 

 

mailto:hilgayparishnews@gmail.com
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Thanks to all of our contributors to this issue, especially Hilgay Parish 
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Your Parish Matters 
 

CHAIR REPORT 
 
Hi everybody, another mixed Spring has arrived with Covid uncertainties. 
 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all Councillors and our Clerk for their contributions. 
Also, a special thank you to Claire Dornan our ex Clerk and Cemeteries Administrator.  Claire 
very kindly continued as our Cemetery Administrator after resigning as Clerk and has now 
chosen to give up this role. Her support has been invaluable and on behalf of us all, I'd like to 
thank her for her services to the community and wish her every success for the future. Our 
current Clerk is now our Cemetery Administrator. 
 
A vacancy for a new councillor exists. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk with your 
details and a CV. 
 
Events are planned for the Queen's Jubilee celebration, please keep an eye out for details and 
support us. If you have any suggestions, please email the Clerk. 
 
We are currently communicating with the Highways Norfolk County Council, with regards to 
the quality of repairs in our Parish. 
 
Within our Parish, the cost of dog bins is over £1000 per year (a big chunk of all our local tax 
payer's funds) and yet we still find some dog owners allow their dogs to foul and do not clear 
it up. In addition, some clear it up and then throw their bags down. Please can everyone 
support the Parish - by encouraging all dog owners to clear up after their dogs. 
 
The Parish Council usually meet the first Thursday of every month and welcome all 
parishioners at these meetings. These meeting are either at Hilgay or TMB and dates can be 
found on the next page! Just turn up on the night, however if you wish to make contact, 
please email the Clerk or speak to a Parish Councillor. 
 
In these uncertain times I believe it is important we all continue to work together as the 
power of community is immense.   
 
Jean Vanier said, "One of the marvellous things about community is that enables us to 
welcome and help people in a way we couldn't as individuals" 
 
Graham Carter, Parish Council Chairman 
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Parish Council Meetings 
 

 
We are pleased to announce that Parish Council meetings can now take place in person, at 
Hilgay and Ten Mile Bank Village Halls on alternate months.  
 
Please continue to check your Village Hall websites and noticeboards for updates.  
 
 

Meeting are the first Thursday of the month and start at 7.00pm 

 
07 April 2022 - Ten Mile Bank Village Hall 
 
05 May 2022 ς Hilgay Village Hall  (also annual meeting time to be notified) 
 
02 June 2022 - Ten Mile Bank Village Hall 
 
07 July 2022 ς Hilgay Village Hall  
 
04 August 2022 - Ten Mile Bank Village Hall (TBC if COVID-19 restrictions are in place) 
 
01 September 2022 ς Hilgay Village Hall  
 
06 October 2022 - Ten Mile Bank Village Hall 
 
03 November 2022 ς Hilgay Village Hall 
 
01 December 2022 - Ten Mile Bank Village Hall 
If you have any queries, please contact the Parish Clerk: hilgayparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hilgayparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Your Hilgay & Ten Mile Bank Parish Councillors 
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DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ YƴƻǿΧ  

How did you become Easter Bunny? 
Well, now that would be telling! But it was a very 
important role my own father used to have, which I 
inherited. It is very magical.  
 
What do you like about your trips to Norfolk? 
The trips I have to Norfolk each Easter are my 
favourite. I love the Fens because I can see for 
miles, I like going to visit the swans at Welney with 
their cygnets as well as going for a wonder through 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜǊŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘǎΧŀǎ 
spring is my favourite season! 
 
What is your favourite Easter memory? 
I have to say my favourite memory happened in 
Norfolk funnily enough. I was visiting a small village and one of the schools had an amazing 
Easter display of carefully decorated eggs that all of the school children had taken their time 
to do. 
 
If you could go back in time, where would you go to? 
If I could go back in time, it would be to when I first became The Easter Bunny after my father. 
As it was such an amazing experience.  
  
What is your favourite film? 
My favourite film is Peter Rabbit, my mum used to read me the Peter Rabbit stories when I 
was a kit. 
 
What is your favourite food? 
My favourite food is eggs, preferably scrambled eggs on toast. But I do also like some nice, 

juicy, raw carrots and some delicious milk chocolate. 
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From Councillor Alan Holmes 

Borough Councillor for the Hilgay Ward of Hilgay Parish 

Borough Council Matters 
 

Dear Resident, Spring is here. Great, and were it not for dreadful and terrifying events in East 

Europe we could have been looking forward to a relatively normal Spring and Summer.  

Council Meetings 

On more down to earth and local matters, I was recently struck by the realisation that many 

people are not aware that they can be present at Borough Council meetings. That is because 

the Borough, Parish and County Councils are elected as part of our democratic process and 

these meetings are largely and routinely open to the public to attend. You can, should you 

wish to, address these meetings and ask a question. You need to check the respective website 

to see how to do that. To be absolutely clear, these are meetings of Councillors, not day-today 

working meetings of officials or similar.  

Also, since the Covid 19 pandemic, almost all Borough Council meetings are available on the 

.ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ¸ƻǳ ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ bŜǘŦƭƛȄΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

our democracy, in my view. It is clearly much better to allow ordinary people ς voters 

especially ς to see what your councillors do. Council papers and agendas can be viewed on the 

.ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

 

Litter etc. 

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘΦ {ƻΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ όIƛƭƎŀȅύΥ 

footpaths and local lanes, litter pick weekend. I would not propose to extend this to the A10 

for safety reasons. In the first instance would anyone who would like to take part call me or e-

mail me. If we get 6-8 keen volunteers I will set up a meeting to plan a day of action. 
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Waste Collection 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

contract has been running for about a year. I have heard rumours that some rubbish is 

escaping the lorries to add to the wayside litter problem: see above. I would be interested in 

real (real) evidence of problems with the new contract (same workers but new machines and 

supervision). Then I can feed that back into the review process. Again, let me know ς by e-mail 

only this time. 

 

Alan Holmes         March 2022 

cllr.alan.holmes@west-norfolk.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07973980266 
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Notices from the Parish Council 

Dog fouling 

The council regularly receives feedback regarding some owners not picking up after their dogs.  

If a child or adult falls in to the faeces then there is the potential to All faeces contains bacteria 

that can cause stomach upsets if ingested. However, the greatest risk to public health from 

dog faeces is toxocariasis which is an infection of the round worm, spread via dog faeces. 

Young children in particular are at risk due to their weaker immune systems and because they 

are more likely to expose themselves. 

We thank the vast majority of Hilgay and Ten Mile bank dog owners who are considerate of 

others in the village, and dispose of their dog waste in a responsible manner. 

In an effort to try and remind the remaining few owners to pick up after their dogs, The Parish 

Council has placed a number of additional signs around the village. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƎƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

reminder while we are heading into the Spring months.   The Parish Council have 11 dogs bins 

placed within the parish and these are emptied on a weekly basis and the Parish Council are 

ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ [ȅƴƴ ϧ ²Ŝǎǘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϻмлул ǇŜǊ 

year. So please use the bins to keep the parish clean and tidy.  

  



Page 11 

 

Bonfire laws in the UK 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻƴ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ōƻƴŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΥ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΣ 

however, a law against any subsequent nuisance that having one might cause. As the 

Government puts it: 

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

includes burning it. However, the legal principle is that any nuisance must usually happen on a 

regular basis to be considered.  

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ŏŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴ ΨŀōŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΩ ƛŦ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ōƻƴŦƛǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴǳƛǎance. A 

bonfire must happen frequently to be considered a nuisance. Your neighbour can be fined up 

ǘƻ ϻрΣллл ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ 

So, the occasional bonfire should be fine as long as there are no local bylaws in place that 

prevent it (check with your local council) and you abide by the following two points:  

¶ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƴŦƛǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōƭƻǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ 

so cause danger to the traffic on it 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳǊƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ health. That rules 

out burning anything like plastic, rubber, old engine oil, and anything else that might 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ŦǳƳŜǎΦ .ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǊƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ 

anyone else around you, it is also likely to be a criminal offence. 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ 

¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƛŦ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

than it gives them time to get their washing in and close their windows. 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƛƴŎƛƴŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ōǳƛƭŘ ŦǊŜŜƘŀƴŘ ōƻƴŦƛǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

got a lot of big stuff to burn but everything else is burned in a metal incinerator. We do this 

because using an incinerator makes it easier to keep the fire under control, and as we stand it 

ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ Ǉŀǘƛƻ ǎƭŀōΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŎƻǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƳƻǳƭŘŜǊ 

ƎŜƴǘƭȅ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŘ ƻƴύ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

live bonfire; any fire needs Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ Ǉŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳƛǎƧǳŘƎŜŘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘΧ 

There will be posters placed around the village highlighting information on Bonfire safety. 
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Parish Past ς Hilgay in 1845 

by Tony Hall 

Whilst carrying out local history research over the last few years, I have made use of a number 

of County directories held in the collection of Norfolk Libraries. What follows are extracts from 

the Hilgay Parish entry in ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ мупр. They give an interesting insight 

into life in the parish almost 180 years ago. (The original text is in italics, the rest is mine). 

HILGAY is a considerable village on the southern acclivity of the vale of the River Wissey, 

opposite Fordham and 4 miles S of Downham. Its Parish contains 1,515 inhabitants and 7,583 

acres of land, half of which is fen but now well drained, forming part of the Great Bedford 

Level. For improving the drainage, a steam engine was built on the Ten Mile Bank, in 1842. 

W.L. Jones Esq. (William Lowton Jones of Wood Hall) and Mrs Peel (of Wallington Hall) are the 

principal owners of the soil but here are several smaller proprietors. The first is lord of the two 

principal manors, called Woodhall and Modeney Priory. The Church, All Saints, is a large and 

handsome edifice, approached by a long walk margined with trees. It has a nave and chancel 

of equal breadth and height and a square tower, rebuilt of brick in 1794 and containing eight 

bells. The rectory valued in KB at £10 and now at £1,600, has about 70 acres of glebe and is in 

the patronage and incumbency of the Rev.W.J.Parkes, MA. (The following year, Rev. Parkes 

ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ¢Ŝƴ aƛƭŜ .ŀƴƪύΦ  In the parish are many scattered houses, 

two Wesleyan and two Primitive Methodist Chapels. The old workhouse was converted into a 

National School a few years ago. The Church Estate comprising two houses and 53A, 2R of 

land, is let at rents amounting to £111 per annum (approx £13,000 today).  

One of the houses and 11A, 2R of the land were left by the Rev. Nicholas Spencer, in 1701, 

subject to the yearly distribution of 30s (£177 today) among 15 of the poorest parishioners and 

20s for the ringers (£118 today). For the general benefit of the poor parishioners, there are two 

allotments, viz:- the Town Hundred, comprising 102 Acres, supposed to have been awarded at 

the enclosure of the Sedge Fen, on the west side of the river Ouse, in the reign of Charles ll; and 

ǘƘŜ tƻƻǊΩǎ tŀǊǘǎΣ ст ŀŎǊŜǎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘhe poor in exchange for 

other land in Flag Fen. These lands are let by the overseers, at rents amounting to about £130  



Page 15 

 

(£15,000 today); out of which they pay yearly about £33 for drainage rates and £13 2s to the 

schoolmaster, for teaching ten poor children reading, writing and arithmetic. The residue they 

apply in the payment of the rents of cottages occupied by poor families and in aid of the poor 

rates. A yearly rent charge of 20s left by Thos. Power, in 1795, for a distribution of bread is 

paid out of the Bell Inn lands. (The secular part of this charitable distribution is now carried out 

by Hilgay United Charities, more commonly known as the Hilgay Feoffees). 

There were numerous places to consume alcohol in the parish. No less than four beer houses 

are listed and five Public Houses, namely ς The George & Dragon, the Jolly Anglers, The Rose & 

Crown, The Ship and The White Swan.  

Mr John Engledow was the Butcher, Mr Poll was the Baker and Mr Nixon was the Shoemaker. 

In addition, Mr William Smith was the Blacksmith, Mr John Scott was the Millwright and no 

fewer than 22 farmers were listed. 

The railway between Downham Market and Ely was not opened until 1847 so coaches left 

IƛƭƎŀȅ ŦƻǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀǘ млΦолŀƳ ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎΩǎ [ȅƴƴ ŀǘ сΦолǇƳΦ 

 

Hilgay Parish in the 19th Century - ©  National Library of Scotland 
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SPRING AND SUMMER EVENTS AT THE MAGPIE CENTRE 

With days getting longer and the promise of warmer weather to come, plans for events at the 

Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, are well under way. 

CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ¢Ŝŀ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ tƻƴȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ нлΣ ǘƻ 

enable anyone with health or mobility problems to meet, socialise over tea and cakes and 

meet one of our lovely ponies. The venue, our recently-opened Sensory Garden, which has a 

covered area, is wheelchair friendly and the cost is £10 per participant, including carer. Other 

friends or relatives are welcome to attend at £5 each. Booking is essential, so call the Centre 

on 01553 810202, during office hours, to reserve your places now. The Magpie Centre is 

located at Wallington Hall, South Runcton, Kings Lynn, PE33 0EP. 

Attention all riders! There will be a Charity Ride on Sunday June 12, with routes of varying 

lengths around the beautiful Wallington Hall estate. No road work involved, and the shorter 

ride is suitable for all, even those on lead rein. Full details are on our website: www.rda-

westnorfolk.org.uk. 

!ƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ /ǊŀŦǘ CŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ IŀǾŜ ŀ Dƻ 5ƻƎ !Ǝƛƭƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Centre on Saturday 

June 25. Well-behaved dogs on leads are welcome. The Craft Fair will be held in the indoor 

school, with surface cover to ensure it is accessible to wheelchair users, and will run from 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Admission is £2.00 for adults, and free for under-16s. Stallholder spaces, 

approx. 3 metres wide, are £10.00 each and setting up will start at 8.30 am. For more details, 

see our website, as above, from which Craft Fair Booking forms can be downloaded, or call Jan 

Calvert on 07715 467866. Cost for Dog Agility is £2.00 per attempt. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

 

 

 

 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΚ  

We want to hear from you! Email hilgayparishnews@gmail.com  

mailto:hilgayparishnews@gmail.com
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Community Update from PC Gilluley 
 

With the increase in heating oil costs we anticipate that we may see a rise in theft of domestic 

heating oil.  Please have a look at our top tips on how to prevent becoming a victim of heating 

oil theft.  For more crime prevention advice on lots of other topics visit 

www.norfolk.police.uk/advice/crime-prevention-z 

 


